
Social
Justice
Seder
Tonight we reconfigure the Passover Seder by commemorating

the pursuit of freedom from modern day oppression

"If you have come here to help me, you are wasting your time.

But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with

mine, then let us work together." - Lila Watson

Wednesday, April 20, 2022



The
Seder
TRADITIONAL PASSOVER SEDER

In Jewish tradition Passover (or Pesach) is the retelling of

the story of Exodus in what is called a Seder. The word

Seder in Hebrew literally translates to "order." There is a

proper order to the celebration of the holiday as well as

order to the traditional service. In the story of Exodus, the

Jews were enslaved in Egypt before Moses was able to free

his people and lead them to the land of Canaan. Ten

plagues were bestowed upon Egypt before Pharaoh agreed

to free the Jews. The food that is on the table is symbolic of

much of the stories and the actions that are performed

during the Seder are metaphoric to aspects of the biblical

story. The celebration of Passover each year is to remind us

of the bitterness of slavery, the sweetness of freedom, and

the importance of Tikkun Olam. Tikkun Olam is a core

aspect of Judaism and translates to "repairing the world."

We must think of others before we can think of ourselves

and we must not rest until the world is free of injustice. The

reminders of the bitterness of slavery within the story of

Exodus should be a catalyst for us to tackle the injustices

within our own community to rebuild and repair the world.

SOCIAL JUSTICE SEDER

The Social Justice Seder exhibits the best of what can

happen when diversity and inclusivity are not only a

mindset, but act as verbs. The importance of the SJS is not

only shown to us regionally, and on our campus here at

Mizzou, but nationally with many events pointing back to

the problematic founding of this country, and the

continuation of oppression on many different people,

languages, ethnicities, races and sexualities. We come

together today to shed light on as many as we could, and to

acknowledge those that we are unaware of, or that are still

developing. We encourage you today, not to treat this as a

mundane exercise of ally-ship, but to treat this as a renewal

of your oath to fight injustice. Because as Martin Luther

King Jr. said, "Injustice anywhere, is a threat to justice

everywhere."

*A quick note about the prayers we will say – for those of you that are familiar with the Seder, or with

traditional Jewish prayers, you may notice that some of what is in this Haggadah is a little bit different. We

hope you will take this opportunity to experience the beauty of some of the variations and adaptations of

prayer that exist within the Jewish community as we share expressions that reflect the many conceptions of

belief (and non-belief) in G-d and a Divine presence.

Thanks for joining us! - Mizzou Hillel



Leader:

Together we must strive and yearn for

justice. While acknowledging the existence

of injustice, this first cup represents and

reminds us of the accomplishments and

journeys towards freedom made by humans

across all space and time. As Laverne Cox

said when she spoke at Mizzou in 2014,

"Justice is what love looks like in public." Let

us respond to these words. Let us learn and

love and teach what it means to be just.

Group:

 

 

Barukh atah Adonai, Elohaynu melekhha-

olam, borei p’riy ha-gafen.

 

Blessed are You,Sovereign of the Universe,

who creates the fruit of the vine. 

(Drink the first cup)

Leader:

With intelligence and goodwill, as members

of one human family, we will tell the Exodus

story in the time-honored way.  As we enter

this moment and prepare for Passover

5782/2022, we must also add a new twist

here and there. We bring our attention,

thoughtfulness, and energy to consider what

Passover can teach us, what we can

rediscover, and what we can find anew.

A Candle Lighting
Prayer

Leader: 

We will drink four times throughout the

Seder. Each drink represents our promises as

citizens of the world to our brothers and

sisters. In our pursuit for everyone’s

freedom, we recognize our personal

freedoms, but remember that all of our fates

are bound up in one another. Our work will

never end until all of humanity is free.
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 ברוך האור בעולם

ברוך האור באדם

ל יום טוב  ברוך האור ׁשֶ

 

Barukh HaOr BaOlam, Barukh HaOr

BaAdam, Barukh HaOr Shel Yom Tov

 

Radiant is the light in the World, Radiant is

the light in Humankind, Radiant is the

holiday light (Amen)

 

We will now take a moment to think about

the people we wish were here.

Opening Song – 
Hinei Ma Tov

Hinei mah-tov u'mah-naim shevet achim

gam ya-chad

 

How good and pleasant it is for everyone to

live together as one

First Cup: 
The Cup of Justice

Kadesh:
The Four Cups
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Leader:

Why do we dip karpas, parsley, into salt water?

Group:

To remember the sweat and tears of our

ancestors in bondage. 

To taste the bitter tears of our earth, unable to

fully renew itself this spring because of our

waste, neglect, and greed. 

Leader:

And why should salt water be touched by

karpas?

Group:

To remind us that tears stop.Spring comes.

And with it the potential for change. 

 

Barukh atah Adonai Elohaynu melekh ha-

olam, Boreit p'riha-adama.

 

Blessed are You, Sovereign of the Universe,

who creates the fruit of the earth.

(Dip parsley in salt water and eat)

Leader:

Washing hands is a cleansing process and

often regarded as symbolic of this purpose,

perhaps cleansing ourselves of certain

aspects of our day or of this world. However,

instead, we might regard it as a focus on

hands themselves; the labor of human

endeavor and the skillful creations crafted,

both of which contributed to this event.

(Jeanne will symbolically wash her hands for

the group)

Urchatz - Symbolic
Hand Washing

Speaker:
Mark Palmer
Project Director, The Opportunity Center

Karpas - Parsley
and Salt Water



     4

Yachatz - Division and Unity
Leader:

On the plates, there are three pieces of matzah, the bread of poverty and

affliction. We break the middle matzah and conceal one half as the

afikomen, from the Greek word for dessert.We break the middle matzah in

two because we are about to tell the story of how people were broken by

slavery.

We begin with the break, but we do not conclude our Seder until the halves

are reunited, as the people were made whole by freedom.

Later we will share this afikomen, for all over the world, the sharing of

bread forms a bond of fellowship. We take the matzah in our hand and we

invite all who hunger to share this meager bread with us. Through much of

our history, we knew the names of everyone in our community, including

those who were hungry, down on their luck, left behind, or left out.

Group:

This is the bread of affliction that our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Let

all who are hungry come and eat; let all who are needy join our Passover

feast. This year, we are here; next year, may our world be a better place.

This year, there are slaves; next year, may we all be free.

(Break the middle matzah on each table)

Avadim Hayinu: Once, we were slaves. But now, are we truly free?

                    

                    While others remain in chains, there is no freedom.

 

Where there is poverty and hunger and homelessness, there is no freedom.

                    

                    Where there is oppression and discrimination, there is no freedom.

Where there is violence and torture and war, there is no freedom. 

                   

                    When we fail to use our privilege to liberate others, there is no freedom.

If these things are so, how can we work towards freedom?

                    When we say that this year we are slaves but that next year we will be free, we make a       

                    pledge.It is the same pledge we made last year and the year before.  And we will make 

                    it next year, too, for the path to freedom is not an easy road and we will not stop until 

                    everyone can enjoy freedom
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Speakers: Sarah Peters, Claire McMahon 
Hooks to Hearts

2

3

The innocent student is completely unaware of what is

happening around them in terms of privilege and oppression.

While difficult to cast blame on the innocent student for their

lack of awareness, we hope college is a place where they

become informed.

The
innocent
student

The ignorant student is lacking knowledge or awareness,

despite attempts at education. They ask questions, but refuse

answers that they don’t understand. This student chooses not

to take accountability for privilege and oppression, and prefers

the perception that the world is equal.

The
ignorant
student

The incredulous student is unwilling to believe the  experiences

of identities other than their own. They participate in active

denial of their own privilege, which contributes to systematic

oppression on campus. 

The
incredulous
student

The Four Students
Traditionally, the Seder describes four children and their relationship to the Passover story. The

wise, wicked, simple, and innocent children also represent stages of learning in all of us. We

adapted this reading to reflect our student population at Mizzou in terms of identity and privilege

surrounding social justice work.

The informed student understands the dynamics of privilege

and oppression and refuses to ignore or doubt the realities of

others. Through being informed true action can begin, leading

us from places of innocence, ignorance, and incredulousness to

become truth seekers and change agents. 

The
informed
student
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The Four
Questions
WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER

NIGHTS?

Why is this night different from all other nights?

1. Why is it that on all other nights during the year we eat either bread or matzah, but on this night

we eat matzah?

2. Why is it that on all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables, but on this night we eat bitter

herbs?

3. Why is it on all other nights we do not dip even once, but on this night we dip twice?

4. Why it it that on all other nights we eat either sitting or reclining, but on this night we eat in a

reclining position?
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Leader:

For the second cup we invite you to fill your

cup with water. The water is representative

of the struggles in history that have gone

unnoticed. It reminds us of the long

historical invisibility of marginalized groups.

We drink to remember those whom the

history books have ignored. We drink to

those who labor to restore their memories.

 Group:

ברוכים האדמה השמש והגשם 

אשר יוצרים את פרי הגפן

 

B’rukheem HaAdama, HaShemesh,

V’HaGeshem Asher Yotzrim et P’ree

HaGafen

 

We rejoice in the earth, the sun, and the rain

which produce the fruit of the vine.

 

(Drink the Second Cup and reflect on

experiences of invisibility this year on

campus and in our community)

Four Alternative
Questions
By Thomas Fiffer

Today, I would like to propose four alternate

questions, for Jews and non-Jews alike to ask

on the holiday.

1.   Why is it that people around the world

still live under oppressive regimes that limit

their intellectual, religious, and economic

freedoms?

2.   Why is it that people in our own wealthy

nation go hungry, with no bread, or matzah,

or vegetables, or bitter herbs to eat?

3.   Why is it that so many people still fight

against our right to choose whom to love

and whom to marry?

4.   What can each of us do, in our own ways,

to fight the scourge of oppression, the

slavery of poverty, the limits imposed by

prejudice and intolerance, and to empower

more people to be free?
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Second Cup: 
The Cup of
Invisibility

Speaker: 
David Seamon
Board President, Columbia Public
Schools 
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Magid - 
Telling the Story of Exodus

The Traditional Story of Exodus

We re-tell our story of exodus from Egypt every year because every year as we change, so do

our reactions to the memory of our bondage and redemption. With each retelling of our

story, our traditions and history are upheld and we assure our connection to our ancestors,

for we have all been enslaved and oppressed and use the departure from Egypt as just one

account of such a struggle.

Our story begins with Joseph, the eleventh and favored son of Jacob. As a boy, Joseph was

confident, possibly even arrogant, and therefore hated by his brothers. One day Joseph told

his brothers of a dream he had in which the sun, the moon, and the stars all bowed down to

him. Fed up, his brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt without their father’s knowledge.

Joseph eventually became minister to the Pharaoh and was even able to save and forgive his

brothers and their families during a time of famine. So came the descendants of Jacob, or

Israel, as he was also known, to dwell in Egypt. Years later, after Joseph and the Pharaoh had

died, a new ruler came to power who did not know Joseph or the great things he did for

Egypt.

The new Pharaoh was afraid of the large population and power of the Israelites, so to

prevent their possible uprising, he enslaved them. To further control their numbers he

stated that all male children of the Israelites be killed at birth. However, one such male

child, Moses, was spared through G-d’s intervention.

When Moses was grown, G-d appeared to him in a burning bush and exclaimed that Moses

was to be G-d’s intermediary on earth to liberate the Children of Israel from bondage.

Moses first protested, but G-d insisted, and so Moses came to lead the Israelites from Egypt.

Moses went to the Pharaoh twice to ask for the Israelites’ freedom and tell him of G-d’s

wishes, both times with no success. Moses told Pharaoh G-d’s message:“Let My people go,

that they may serve Me.” The Pharaoh did not believe Moses about G-d’s power and

presence, so he still refused their release.

G-d then sent ten plagues on the people of Egypt, but through the guidance ofG-d the

Israelites were spared by spreading lamb’s blood over their door- ways. During each plague

Pharaoh would concede, saying that the Israelites could leave, but as soon as each plague

ended the Pharaoh’s heart once again hardened. Finally, after the tenth plague, the killing of

the firstborn sons of Egypt ,the Pharaoh let the Israelites go.
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Speaker: Mackenzie Beaver
President, Mizzou It's On Us

After 8 years of simmering and indirect conflict, Russia fully invaded Ukraine

on February 24th of this year. According to the UN, over 10 million Ukrainians

have fled their homes and more than 4 million have been forced out of the

country altogether. Many thousands of civilians have died. While the Ukrainian

political system and the government of current president Volodymyr Zelinsky

were far from perfect, there was no justification for Russia's invasion. And

while still unlikely, the specter of nuclear weapons being used is higher than

it's ever been since the cold war - the Doomsday Clock is now set at 100

seconds to midnight. Additionally, this invasion occurs amidst the backdrop of

over a decade of declining democratic rights around the world. It has the

potential to spark further conflict and embolden authoritarians across the

globe. What are our obligations as a country and individuals to protect people

in other countries and their rights from attack?

War in Ukraine

Ten Plagues 2022/5782
Tonight, we will stray from the traditional listing of the plagues so that we may visit ten

oppressions from the past year, many of which happened in our own community. As we read each

plague, you may dip your finger into your glass and place a drop of juice on your plate. By spilling

drops of juice, we symbolically reduce our joy as each plague is read here tonight in recognition of

the struggles of those affected. These are only 10 of countless injustices that are both ongoing and

specific from this past year.

Before we begin exploring these modern oppressions, we also want to also provide an alternative

way of looking at the idea of modern day plagues. In the Passover story the plagues were sent to

disrupt the status quo and bring about change. While tonight we have chosen to focus on the idea

of plagues as injustices, we invite you to consider, in each instance, what it would take to disrupt

the system and bring about the change we are working towards.

Equity and
Zoning
Regulation

Zoning regulations, which can often seem like mundane designations of where

certain types of commerce can occur, have long been insidiously used to

preserve socioeconomic segregation. Many of these policies of exclusionary

zoning were implemented in cities around the country after explicit racial

segregation was banned. These neighborhood divisions decrease equity,

mobility and economic vitality for a region. When faced with housing

shortages, lack of basic services, and car-dependent neighborhoods caused by

these zoning policies, people often have refused to let solutions be

implemented near them and instead demand they be built elsewhere. This

ideology of NIMBY-ism is fundamentally a failure to imagine oneself as part of

a larger community and allows racist and unsustainable systems to endure. 



Every 10 years the United States uses the new census data for redistricting,

meant to ensure that all congressional districts are approximately equal in

population. However, through techniques collectively known as

gerrymandering, political parties often use this information to selectively draw

districts as an attempt to cement their hold on power. In many cases, as can be

seen looking at Districts 1 and 2 in Missouri, this is accomplished by isolating

the political power of people of color. Gerrymandering perverts the

fundamental notion that the voters should choose their representatives by

allowing politicians to choose their voters. It contributes to increasing

polarization, weakens the credibility of our democracy and is entirely

preventable. How can we best ensure all citizens have equal access and say in

our elections?

Redistricting

Restructuring
Campus Social
Justice Centers 

Last April saw changes to the structure for the Social Justice Centers at

Mizzou. Though there were assurances that the new structure would ultimately

result in increased resources and support, the staff and students that worked at

and were served by these centers continued to express concerns. The center

coordinators were told they would have to apply to newly created positions and

students were worried about the lack of representation and staff who could

address specific concerns. This past Fall the Legion of Black Collegians

cancelled their annual Welcome Black BBQ both because of Covid concerns

and as a show of solidarity against the changes that had been made to the

Department of Social Justice. Student Diversity Initiatives then hosted a

Welcome Back BBQ at the Gaines/Oldham Black Culture Center which caused

confusion and upset. The Social Justice Centers provide essential support to

students on campus - how can this support better address student needs and

incorporate student feedback? What would it take for the university to fully

support marginalized students?
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Reproductive
Healthcare

Reproductive healthcare is under attack. Abortion access has become limited in

many states such as Texas and Idaho, with other states looking to follow in

their footsteps. Texas’s Heartbeat Bill, which restricts abortions past six weeks,

went into effect this past September. Idaho Governor Brad Little recently

signed a similar bill limiting abortions to six weeks. Missouri is sadly no

stranger to elected officials attempting to deny abortion access either, with bills

in the state legislature that could limit abortions out-of-state. Moreover, Roe v.

Wade, the Supreme Court case that legalized abortion at the federal level, is

poised to be overturned or diminished. Access to abortion is crucial and is a

fundamental aspect of reproductive healthcare. Healthcare is and should be a

human right; thus, limited access to abortion is a human rights crisis.

Resources for
the Unhoused

These past couple of years there has been additional focus on the lack of

resources for the unhoused in our Columbia community - from the lack of Day

Center space, to the lack of available overnight beds in cold weather, to the

difficulty in accessing healthcare. There are organizations doing essential work

with our unhoused neighbors, but we could do more. The plans for an

Opportunity Center offer one avenue of addressing the issue. What could care

for these community members look like if we considered it without judgement

of circumstances and with the time, attention, and money it needs? And how

can we create safety nets for those that are vulnerable while continuing to

recognize their individual needs and wants?

https://www.texastribune.org/2021/09/02/texas-abortion-heartbeat-bill/
https://apnews.com/article/idaho-abortion-ban-law-6eec10650b51c2b9dc98607d13cd8f40
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/03/08/missouri-abortion-ban-texas-supreme-court/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/03/29/1089280422/colorado-abortion-access
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This past year, multiple state governments have taken actions to strip those in

the LGBTQ+ community of their rights and safety, specifically kids. On March

28, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed the dangerous piece of legislation

commonly known as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill, which bans discussion of gender

and sexuality in schools. This bill creates a hostile and unsafe environment in

Florida classrooms and will have a dismal impact on the mental health of

LGBTQ+ students. Texas Governor Greg Abbott also ordered an investigation

into gender-affirming care across the state, claiming that this care constitutes

child abuse. Though this order was stopped by a judge, it has still spread fear

about the safety of transgender kids in Texas. And at home in Missouri,

legislators have spread LGBTQ+ hatred with multiple bills in the legislature

attempting to prohibit transgender students from playing on sports teams that

align with their gender identity. Kids should not have to live in fear of the

government discriminating against their identity, and members of the LGBTQ+

community should feel welcomed and supported, especially in schools.

Anti-LGBTQ
Legislation

Environmental
Sustainability
at Mizzou

Environmental degradation and climate change are critical global issues and

too little is being done to address them at the highest levels. The impacts of

hazardous pollution, higher temperatures, and more extreme weather events

are most strongly felt by those who society has left already disadvantaged. Here

in Missouri, the state failed to abide by pollution reduction requirements of the

Clean Air Act and was cited by the EPA for violating the Civil Rights Act by

subjecting predominantly poorer and minority neighborhoods to unhealthy

levels of air pollution. One would hope that Mizzou at least would be a leader

in the state for pursuing environmental justice. However, the university

stopped funding its internal Sustainability Office in 2020 and has yet to fully

integrate or support Sustain Mizzou’s operations as they had promised. The

university's use of clean energy, as well as its composting and recycling rates

have all decreased due to this abdication of responsibility. However, while the

most important solutions to environmental and social justice issues require

institutional policy changes, it remains important to ask ourselves, how can we

contribute to bringing about that change?

Campus Safety Recent events have exemplified that Mizzou’s campus and city of Columbia are

not safe, especially for members of marginalized communities. From the group

of high school students targeting members of the LGBTQ+ community

downtown, to the “Show Me: Mizzou Without Rape” protest that showed how

significant the problem of sexual assault and violence is on campus, to the

tragic hazing of Daniel Santulli, the events of the past year have made students

anxious about their safety. Moreover, the issues of students being drugged and

the lack of MU alerts sent out when there are dangerous events are both

extremely prevalent. All students deserve a campus community that they feel

safe and comfortable in, and the university should be doing more to make this

a priority. If students don’t feel safe, how can they focus on succeeding

academically?

https://abcnews.go.com/US/florida-governor-signs-controversial-dont-gay-bill-law/story?id=83719304
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/03/11/texas-judge-abbott-transgender-investigation-order-00016802
https://www.news-leader.com/story/news/politics/2022/03/09/missouri-gop-republican-lawmakers-aim-restrict-transgender-student-athletes/9420984002/
https://themaneater.com/columbia-college-students-gather-for-show-me-mizzou-without-rape-protest/
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/higher_education/parents-of-alleged-hazing-victim-sue-phi-gamma-delta-fraternity/article_d58316ee-83c1-11ec-aba7-43772e13694b.html
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Book banning According to the index released by PEN American  on April 7, 2022, between

July 1, 2021 and March 31 of this year 1,586 book bans have occurred in 86

school districts in 26 different states, including Missouri. These districts

represent 2,899 schools with a combined enrollment of over 2 million students.

These bans have targeted 1,145 unique book titles by 874 different authors, 198

illustrators, and 9 translators, impacting the literary, scholarly, and creative

work of 1,081 people altogether. Of bans in the Index, 98% involve departures

from best practice guidelines for how school authorities may remove books;

most bans and restrictions have occurred without proper written forms, review

committees, or transparency. While school boards and administrators have

some discretion over library and instructional materials, there are safeguards

and best practices meant to protect students’ First Amendment rights that are

being widely abrogated. In general, processes aimed to uphold the First

Amendment in the context of school book challenges are not being followed

and often works by marginalized and minoritized authors are targeted only 

 because of so-called "discomfort" with the subject material. What would it look

like to champion diverse representation in the literature our children have

access to?

Leader

In Hebrew, Dayeinu means “it would have been enough.” However, as members of the

human family, our actions are never enough. Tikkun Olam, or “repairing the world,” is an

ongoing task. We should take the time to celebrate the strides we have made as

humankind, but we should not forget that there is always social justice work to be done.

We ask if everyone will finish each line as a group with “Lo Dayeinu” meaning “it is not

enough”, honoring our commitment to improving the world.

If we recognize the inequalities and injustices in our world - Lo Dayeinu.

If we change how we respond to those inequalities and injustices - Lo Dayeinu.

If we challenge our society to be more inclusive of all people - Lo Dayeinu.

For all the social justice strides accomplished in the past and future, we say:

Lo Dayeinu, it is never enough. 

Lo Dayeinu ― It is still not enough



Menu:

Matzoh Lasagna 

w/onion, spinach, mushroom & cheese

Mixed green salad

Chocolate brownie

 

Matzah

Leader:

As Rabbi Hillel did ages ago, we now bind

our matzah and horseradish with charoset,

the sweet apple mixture. As we have done

throughout the night, we combine tastes of

bitterness and sweetness speaking to

oppression and freedom.

In the words of Rabbi Hillel - 

Group:

If I am not for myself,

who will be for me? 

If I am only for myself,

what am I?

And if not now,

when?
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 Group:

 N'varechYa Eloheinu Ruach ha-Olam,

hamotzi-a lechem min ha-aretz.

 

Let us bless Ya, spiritof the world, who

brings forth bread from the earth.

 

Maror - 
Bitter Herbs

 Group:

N'varechYa Eloheinu Ruach ha-Olam,

asher kid'shatnu b'mitzvoteha v'tzivatnu 

al achilat maror

 

Let us bless Ya, spirit of the world, who

makes us holy with mitzvot and commands

us to eat bitterherbs.

Now, we feast!

The Hillel
Sandwich

Leader:

As slaves fleeing Egypt, our mothers did not

have time for their bread to rise. Flat,

unrisen bread is a memento of our hasty

journey toward freedom. During Passover,

we eat matzah instead of risen bread in

memory.

We now say a blessing over the matzah and

taste the bread of affliction. 

Leader:

We eat bitter herbs to remember slavery in

Egypt and all over the world from ancient

times to our contemporary world.

We dip our matzah in horseradish and taste

the bitterness of oppression.



Leader:

This cup of grape juice represents the people

who fight to end inequality and oppression.

It is for those who do not stand idly by while

the world swirls and swells with injustice.

The Cup of Resistance gives us the power we

need to meet our struggles with strength,

compassion, and love.

Group:

 

Barukh atah Adonai, Elohaynu melekhha-

olam, borei p’riy ha-gafen.

 

Blessed are You,Sovereign of the Universe,

who creates the fruit of the vine. 

 

(Drink the second cup and reflect on times

when you were brave & resisted oppression)

In the Jewish tradition Elijah the prophet lived centuries after the Exodus story; there is seemingly

no connection between his actions and the Jews leaving Egypt. Yet he has become one of the central

figures and symbols of the traditional Passover Seder. Moses - the hero of the Exodus - is practically

never mentioned. Yet many of us know about Elijah's cup and opening the door for Elijah.

                    We pour the cup but do not drink it. We open the door but no one comes in.

Elijah brings together the hearts of people and generations. Elijah is the peacemaker in a world of

strife and discord. 

                  Elijah is the messenger of hope.

The Seder is not about a single moment of redemption that occurred thousands of years ago. By

remembering the exodus from Egypt, we rekindle our hope in the ultimate breakthrough - however

long it takes - to peace and harmony.

                    We should ask ourselves - would we recognize Elijah if he were standing at the door 

                    when we opened it? 

Opening the Door for Elijah

14

A song of Hope and
Action - 
Gesher Tzar Meod

Kol ha’olam kulo, Gesher tzar me’od

Veha’ikar lo lifached k’lal

 

The whole world is a very narrow bridge, and

the main thing is to have no fear at all. 

(R. Nachman of Breslav)

 

 

Third Cup: 
The Cup of
Resistance



Please pour the fourth cup of juice

Leader:

Our gathering today is a call to act. To resist.

To reject complacency and replace it with

passion and dedication. The cup in front of

you embodies the action that is necessary to

create social change. As tonight’s celebration

comes to an end, it serves not only to remind

us of what struggles lie ahead, but it also

gives us the energy to go forth. For no one is

free until we are all free. Rise up!

 Group:

ברוכים האדמה השמש והגשם 

אשר יוצרים את פרי הגפן

 

B’rukheem HaAdama, HaShemesh,

V’HaGeshem Asher Yotzrim et P’ree

HaGafen

 

We rejoice in the earth, the sun, and the rain

which produce the fruit of the vine.

 

(Drink the Fourth Cup)

Fourth Cup: The
Cup of Action

Seder Conclusion
May we recognize that liberation is not an

end point,

But an on-going labor of love.

And that no one is free,

Until all binds have been removed, 

and remain unfastened.

May it be so, in the upcoming year,

In our global, national, statewide, 

 and campus communities.

And let us recognize that the work starts

here.

That it starts now. 

Amen. Selah.
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